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14.1 CONDUCT AND DISCIPLINE GENERALLY 

(a) SLSA expects and requires of its competitors, officials and members generally, the 
highest standards of conduct and behaviour. 

(b) These expectations and requirements are reflected under the rules for competitions in 
the SLSA constitution, regulations and this Manual. 

(c) In the conduct of competition, situations may arise that may give rise to protests and/or 
appeals and/or disciplinary matters. 

 Note: A fee may be imposed by the relevant SLSA organising authority for an appeal. 

(d) A competitor or team manager may protest or appeal a decision in the manner set out 
in this Section. 

(e) The official start of a competition is when a bulletin or circular is issued calling for 
entries to a competition. 

(f) The official completion time of competition is 20 minutes after the completion of the 
final event at the competition. However, matters currently in train (i.e. protest or 
appeal or matters of “competing unfairly” shall continue to a final resolution, the result 
of which shall be considered as being within the official completion time. 

14.2 PENALTIES 

SLSA, either by predetermined publicised penalties or by adopting the decision of a 
Disciplinary Committee, may, in its discretion, issue penalties to individual members, clubs, 
Branches and State Centres. 

14.3 PROTESTS 

14.3.1 Protest Categories 

Protests, which may lead to the imposing of penalties, fall broadly into the following 
categories: 

(a) Protests arising from entry procedures or entry eligibility. 

(b) Protests arising from scrutineering or equipment eligibility. 

(c) Protests arising during participation in the competition and/or from a breach of rules. 

14.3.2 Lodging a Protest 

The conditions relating to lodging a protest shall be as follows: 

(a) A protest directly challenging a Finish Judge’s decision cannot be accepted. 

(b) A protest against the conditions under which a race or an event is to be conducted must 
be made verbally to the Sectional Referee prior to an event or race (as appropriate) 
commencing. The Section Referee or appointed official shall then inform the 
competitors in that event or race, prior to its start, of such a protest. A protest against 
the conditions under which an event or race is to be conducted cannot be accepted if it 
is made at any time other than prior to the event or race. 

(c) A protest (other than a protest under clause 14.3.2(b)) against a competitor or a team 
or against a decision of an official (including the declaration of a result) must be lodged 
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verbally with the Section Referee within 5 minutes of the completion of the event or the 
announcement of the result of the event. 

(d) A written protest must then be lodged with the Section Referee within 15 minutes of 
the verbal protest being lodged on the protest form provided by the Authority. 
Alternatively, if the Authority does not provide a protest form, a written protest on plain 
paper shall be acceptable. 

(e) Where a protest is lodged, the result of the event shall be withheld until the protest is 
decided. If a protest is upheld, placings and trophies (where relevant or required) shall 
be varied according to the amended result. 

(f) The result of the protest shall be noted on the back of the event result card or result 
records and also on the protest form. 

14.3.3 Protest Adjudication 

The conditions relating to the adjudication of protests shall be: 

(a) Immediately after the correct lodgement of a protest, the Referee or the Sectional 
Referee may either adjudicate on the protest, as provided for in this clause 14.3, or 
refer the matter directly to the Competition Appeals Committee Convener for 
consideration. 

(b) Where the Referee or the Sectional Referee considers (in their absolute discretion) that 
a protest is frivolous, or not of a serious nature, they may choose not to accept the 
protest. 

(c) Where the Referee or Sectional Referee accepts the protest, they will adjudicate on the 
protest in such manner as they see fit having regard to the interests of the competitor 
making the protest, all other competitors and all officials in the event and also the 
conduct of the event itself. 

(d) Where the Referee or Sectional Referee refuses to accept a protest or dismisses a 
protest, the decision may be appealed by the competitor to the Competition Appeals 
Committee. Such an appeal must be lodged with the Appeals Committee Convenor in 
writing within 15 minutes of the Referee or Sectional Referee advising the competitor of 
their decision. 

14.4 COMPETITION APPEALS COMMITTEE 

14.4.1 Powers 

(a) The Competition Appeals Committee will deal with all protests referred to it by the 
Referee or Sectional Referee under Clause 14.3.3(a) and all appeals by competitors 
under Clause 14.3.3(d). 

(b) In considering protests and appeals the Competition Appeals Committee shall allow all 
relevant Parties the opportunity to state their respective case and bring forward any 
relevant evidence to the Competition Appeals Committee. The Competition Appeals 
Committee will determine in its discretion who is a relevant Party for the purposes of 
this paragraph. 

(c) The Competition Appeals Committee shall consider the protest or appeal and make a 
decision. It may uphold or dismiss a protest or appeal. The Competition Appeals 
Committee may, in exceptional circumstances, consider whether the breach was 
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“material” to the outcome of an event when making its decision to uphold or dismiss an 
appeal. 

(d) The Competition Appeals Committee will advise the competitor and relevant parties of 
its decision and of any penalty (if relevant or appropriate) imposed. Reasons for this 
decision may or may not be provided. 

 Note: If an appeal is upheld any appeal fee paid shall be returned. 

(e) The decision of the Competition Appeals Committee is final and there is no right of 
appeal against that decision. 

(f) The Competition Appeals Committee may refer serious breaches of any SLSA rule or 
regulation (including any supplementary regulations) to the Competition Disciplinary 
Committee for further inquiry. 

14.4.2 Structure and Functions 

The structure and functions of the Competition Appeals Committee are as follows: 

(a) The relevant surf lifesaving authority conducting the competition shall appoint a Person 
of suitable experience and practical knowledge to act as Convener of the Competition 
Appeals Committee Panel. 

(b) The relevant surf lifesaving authority shall appoint a Competition Appeals Committee 
Panel of no less than 3 Persons. In the case of State and Australian Championships it is 
recommended that the relevant authority appoint a Competition Appeals Committee 
Panel of sufficient Persons to enable at least two Appeal Committees to consider 
protests simultaneously. 

(c) From the Competition Appeals Committee Panel, the Convener appoints the 
Committees to hear appeals. 

(d) When considering a protest or appeal the Competition Appeals Committee may 
comprise a minimum two persons to receive and determine protests and appeals. 

(e) A member of the Competition Appeals Committee who has made a decision which is the 
subject of an appeal cannot consider that appeal. 

(f) After hearing all available and relevant evidence, the Competition Appeals Committee 
shall consider its decision in private. 

(g) The procedure for the Competition Appeals Committee is similar to the Competition 
Disciplinary Committee procedures outlined under Section 14.5. 

14.5 COMPETITION DISCIPLINARY COMMITTEE  

14.5.1 Purpose and Powers 

(a) Any SLSA authority conducting a carnival, competition, or event shall appoint a 
Competition Disciplinary Committee to inquire immediately into any allegation of 
conduct by a member which: 

(i) Breaches, fails or constitutes a refusal to comply with a provision of SLSA’s 
constitution, regulations or resolution or determination of SLSA or of a State, 
Branch or club or any duly authorised committee or board, or 
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(ii) Is unbecoming of a member or prejudicial to the objects and interests of SLSA 
and/or surf lifesaving, or 

(iii) Brings SLSA, any State Centre, Branch, club or surf lifesaving into disrepute and 
which was alleged to have been committed at any competition or within a 
reasonable time before or after the competition: 

(a) Whilst travelling to or from a competition, or 

(b) Whilst within the jurisdiction of the relevant SLSA competition authority. 

(b) The Competition Disciplinary Committee may penalise a member found guilty of such 
conduct in such manner as it deems appropriate. Penalties may include forfeiture of 
titles or trophies won at the competition, censure, and expulsion of individuals, teams 
and/or clubs from competition and/or the competition venue and/or other penalties 
deemed appropriate. 

(c) A member who, or which has received a penalty or an adverse finding from a 
Competition Disciplinary Committee may, within 14 days from the date of receiving the 
determination in writing, appeal to the SLSA Appeals Tribunal. For the avoidance of 
doubt there is only one appeal from a Judiciary Committee regardless of whether that 
Judiciary Committee was appointed by the SLSA Council or by a club, Branch or State 
Centre. 

(d) An appeal must be lodged in writing with the relevant State Centre. The appeal must set 
out the: 

(i) ground(s) on which the appeal is made; and 

(ii) reasons or circumstances supporting the alleged ground(s) of appeal; and 

(iii) must be accompanied by a non-refundable appeal fee of $500. 

(e) The "relevant State Centre” is that in which the appellant (whether individual or club or 
Branch or State Centre) is located. 

(f) Appeals under this clause will be determined in accordance with SLSA Regulation 5.2. 

14.5.2 Structure and Functions 

The structure and functions of the Competition Disciplinary Committee are as follows: 

(a) For every competition conducted by or on behalf of SLSA, a State Centre or a Branch, a 
Competition Disciplinary Committee consisting of at least three persons shall be 
appointed by the surf lifesaving authority conducting the competition. A minimum of 
two persons shall constitute a quorum. The authority conducting the competition shall 
nominate one of the persons as Committee Chairman. 

(b) The Competition Disciplinary Committee shall immediately inquire into any matter 
referred to it and make its decision. 

(c) The Competition Disciplinary Committee shall, as soon as practicable, report in writing 
its enquiries and decisions to the competition authority and, if applicable, to SLSA and 
the relevant State Centre or Branch as the case may be. 

(i) The nature of proceedings set out under the SLSA regulations for a Judiciary 
Committee shall also apply for Competition Disciplinary Committee proceedings. 
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(ii) A Minute Book or other suitable form to record proceedings shall be provided to 
the Competition Disciplinary Committee. From the record a report shall be 
compiled for submission to SLSA, State Centre or Branch containing the names 
and addresses of all parties who gave evidence together with a summary of the 
inquiry and details of the findings of the Committee, its recommendations and 
the penalties applied (if any). 

(iii) The Minute Book/Record of Proceedings shall be returned to SLSA, State Centre 
or Branch as soon as possible following conclusion of the Competition Disciplinary 
Committee proceedings. 

14.5.3 Procedure 

(a) The guidelines for the Competition Disciplinary Committee are: 

(i) The relevant SLSA authority conducting the competition shall supply the 
Competition Disciplinary Committee with the name, contact address and phone 
number at the competition site of the manager of every participating team. 

(ii) Any complaint received by the Competition Disciplinary Committee must be in 
writing or the Complainant must be prepared to attend a meeting or inquiry of 
the Competition Disciplinary Committee as and when required. 

(iii) The Competition Disciplinary Committee may also instigate a course of inquiry 
which may include the appointment of an Investigator to ascertain if an offence 
has been committed and proceed to make a complaint. The Competition 
Disciplinary Committee may then proceed as if the complaint had been made by 
another Person. 

(iv) The member or members against whom the complaint is made shall be entitled 
to be present at every hearing accompanied by their Team Manager, or Club 
Captain, or another Person. 

(v) The Competition Disciplinary Committee shall provide to the authority 
conducting the competition a written report that includes the names and 
addresses of all Parties who gave evidence together with a summary of the 
inquiry and details of the findings of the Committee, its recommendations and 
penalties applied (if any). 

(b) The procedure at meetings or inquiries shall be: 

(i) The charge or reference to the Competition Disciplinary Committee shall be read 
to the member or representative of the clubs concerned. 

(ii) The evidence of the Complainant shall be tendered. 

(iii) The evidence of the member or members against whom the complaint is made 
shall be tendered. 

(iv) Each Witness shall be subject to examination by the Party (if any) on whose 
behalf they are called and then to cross examination by the opposing Party or 
Parties. The Party calling the Witness shall have the right to re-examine him, but 
no other examination or cross-examination shall be allowed except by leave of 
the Competition Disciplinary Committee. 
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(v) Hearsay and irrelevant evidence shall not be admitted if objected to by any Party 
concerned or by the Competition Disciplinary Committee Chairman. 

(vi) Witnesses other than the Party charged shall remain out of hearing of the inquiry 
until called upon to give their evidence. 

(c) After the evidence has been completed the Competition Disciplinary Committee shall 
consider the same in private and if the charge is found proved may impose a penalty. 
Notice of the finding and any penalty imposed shall be given immediately in writing by 
the Chairman of the Competition Disciplinary Committee to the member concerned and 
to the club of which they are a member and to the Branch, and State Centre to which 
the club is affiliated. The penalty (if any) shall become effective immediately and the 
Person charged, any official or other Parties involved in the inquiry, shall be informed of 
their rights of appeal (if any). 
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14.6 SLSA PROTEST FORM 

FIGURE 1: SLSA PROTEST FORM 
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